Curator’s Choice

The Badge of a US Cavalry Officer

uring the 2002 excavation of the Chinatown area in

Historic Deadwood, South Dakota, a small copper alloy

button was recovered. This button, only 2.3 cm in

diameter and weighing 3.3g, is the badge of a US Cavalry officer
(Figure 1). The button features the Great Seal device of the United

States, an eagle grasping an olive branch in one talon and arrows

in the other. This cavalry button is distinctive in that a shield is
displayed on the bird’s chest, bearing the letter C”. Shortly after the
US Congress created the Cavalry in 1855, the use of letters to

“denote military branch on enlisted men’s buttons was stopped.

Officers, however, continued to use this style of button until the
standardization of all uniform buttons in 1902 (Tice 1997: 133).

to establish treaties that would force tribes to give
up existing lands and move further west into
reservations. The 1868 Treaty of Laramie (Figure
2) was one such effort between the US
Government and the Sioux, which established the
Black Hills as part of the Great Sioux Reservation

and for exclusive use by the Sioux people.

Di,wdma i, fid am, (o a-’./a @wcﬂcﬂwﬁ«w i,
Vit ma/ﬂm,)/u,/ ,tfu 4.,447«14/.@4»“/(?”# 0 4,

s ////(‘/// z //f/ wacs z{,{\ Y Ve luca %‘W%”t‘?/”/m/’ ok ar as /‘fif
‘ A "“f e s

4[/ //(’/[ y : r/‘///t‘/// J
W / J/ neres, v{n c1al /,/’(//;///:' /// /, s % : % : T

9 2 , /////, b -~ S
///// lerscre, o afiates i - /‘{‘/ // : e e Lot
/ Lo e // (¥ 27/t /!// 1ty o // 22 b
‘./1'[ Il i / /r fo / // i) T I 236
| fe: // d 2t //( ¢ S o e, ////z//) 7 s
/ / s s / /m/ lodfirie 2t ynid 2 o

o licing Auly teer firiliadl, Hoinf ‘

A
EVI (/r o |
4 Sflar/et. // // 2L ffrac

7 // //// Lot é/,/
A 1o o o e Al
Acaefe /{ ¢ My Siorter 1 dractain {

o /

S A / C1hicdlr O Zn nc/z‘/z ;
ook Aetlie tretie 7// ///j///f/u Y onnid
sz//g// ar forofendy of U //J/ y/fl/\"t
‘ VA )?/{//A., o {(/f)(ﬂ n’r{/f/"
DG e / ol gl (5 Sl e ol
ctolie. s coiler /6 4 /of/{'(.«l(/ mwﬂm/(([[ﬂn/a;’///ﬁz
| tau Jur b // il s covd 2l devinbuioo Hec Dajsrid feriit
;‘/, / /‘/ Liciftecs d/ 5 .
A i
| S oy
/ la // lei' . // 7 g /// / o /f/%//é/)
,//'i/)lﬁn it udation g iz Oy fr1e/tlef of ariy tre, ok IR g - it
& 7 i y o e i 7 P ,/,*/// 7 /’//,, " V/.;//h
| ok or it Ll // whisisy &) L Uit Hicts auic jis ‘

/

{/.th/ Moo iidw o2 / /Ot '_4 /’,e» Veala ///;, -

‘./ /////é/// e
// ;{ Lt
.ac—/ o2 //(./

U gl

e
ﬂ / //a ol ’-?f‘:’ﬂ'

Ly

4 ,
] X Yo, #rit Copens "‘/“{P
//“‘// 7 st B AP RS

Figure 2. Select pages of the 1864 Treaty of Laramie. National Archives.

nly six years later, the US Government sent
O a military expedition into the Black Hills
region to establish the location of a new Army
fort and to survey the area’s natural resources.
The two month expedition was led by Lieutenant
Colonel George Armstrong Custer with the
accompaniment of the 7th Cavalry, over 1000
men and more than 100 wagons, together with
horse and cattle (Cozzens 2004: 176) (Figure 3).
On August 15, 1874, Custer wrote to Assistant
Adjutant General of the Department of Dakota
describing the presence of gold in the Black Hills,

“the miners report that they found gold among
the roots of the grass... gold was found in paying
quantities... men without former experience in
mining have discovered it at an expense of but
little time or labor” (Cozzens 2004:166). Custer’s
reports were conveyed by the New York Times

(Figure 4) with the

expedition soon had reports of gold covering the

and other reporters

headlines of newspapers across the nation.

One year following Little Bighorn,
Fort Meade was established to provide

protection to the gold mining area around
Deadwood and the associated transportation
routes. The 7th Cavalry was stationed at Fort
Meade during the height of hostilities. Years
later, on December 29, 1890, the 7th Cavalry
was responsible for the infamous Massacre at

Wounded Knee, which would herald the end of

the American Indian Wars.

THE BLACK HILLS EXPEDITION.

THE COMMAND AT  BEAR BUTTE—GLOWING
REPORTS OF THE NEW COUNTRY.,

St. Pavur, Minn,, Aug. 22.—A telegram from
Bismarck conveys a dispatch from the special cor-
reapondent of the Daily Press with Custer’s Black
“Hills expedition:

GEN. CUSTER’S REPOYT.

St. PavL, Min, Aung. 22.—Gen. Custer, in his
report of the expedition to the Black Hills, 'says:
¥ referred in a former dispatch to the discovery of
gold. Subseqaent examinations at numerous points
confirm and strengthen the fact of the existence of
gold in the Black Hills and someof the water-
courses. Almost every earth produced gold in small
yet paying quantities. Our brief halts in rapid
marching prevent anything but a very hasty ex-
amination of the country in this respect, but
in one place, and the only one within
my knowledge where so great depth was
reached, a hole was dug eight fect deep. The
miners report they found gold among the roots of
the grass, and from that point to the lowest
point reached, gold was found 1 paying
quantities. It has needed mno expert to
find gold in the Black Hills, as men without former
experience in mining have discovored it at an ex-
pense of but little time or labor. .As an evidence of

Ehe New York Simes
Published: August 23, 1874
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Figure 4. New York Times article, published
Aug 23, 1874.

By: Nichole Doub
MAC Lab Head Conservator

Figure 1. US Cavalry Officer’s Button “* EXTRA ¢ /QUALITY”
CV215A54.

from the US Army. This led to the Great Sioux
War of 1876-1877, and the famous Battle of Little
Bighorn and the defeat of Custer and the 7th
Cavalry.

F1gure 5. Deadwood Clty, Dakota Terr1tory, 1876
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